
 
Amtrak Fact Sheet, Fiscal Year 2011 

State of Washington 

 
 

Amtrak-Washington partnership 
 
 z Amtrak Cascades – four daily round trips, Seattle-Portland, two Seattle-

Vancouver 
 z Amtrak has invested $37 million in the first two phases of a project to modernize 

and expand the Seattle Maintenance Facility 

Amtrak Service & Ridership 

Amtrak operates one short distance train, the Cascades, (2 roundtrips Eugene-Portland, 4 round trips 
Portland-Seattle, 2 round trips Seattle-Vancouver, B.C.).  Amtrak also operates two long-distance trains 
through Washington: 

 
• The Coast Starlight (daily between Los Angeles-Portland-Seattle) 
• The Empire Builder (daily Chicago-Minneapolis-Spokane-Seattle/Portland) 
 

During FY11 Amtrak served the following Washington locations: 
 

 City Boardings + Alightings 
 Bellingham 59,490 
 Bingen-White Salmon 2,420 
 Centralia 21,998 
 Edmonds 30,472 
 Ephrata 3,063 
 Everett 42,288 
 Kelso-Longview 26,972 
 Leavenworth 8,028 
 Mount Vernon 18,747 
 Olympia/Lacey 58,094 
 Pasco 22,598 
 Seattle* 672,485 
 Spokane 46,798 
 Stanwood 4,134 
 Tacoma 124,252 
 Tukwila 26,549 
 Vancouver 99,001 
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http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/BEL/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/BNG/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/CTL/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/EDM/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/EPH/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/EVR/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/KEL/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/LWA/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/MVW/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/OLW/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/PSC/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/SEA/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/SPK/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/STW/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/TAC/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/TUK/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/VAN/Station_view
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 Wenatchee 13,664 
 Wishram 2,128 
 Total Washington Station Usage: 1,283,781 
  (down 3.0% from FY10**) 
 * Seattle is the 14th busiest station in the national Amtrak System 
 ** Empire Builder service was greatly impacted by flooding during FY11. 

Procurement/Contracts 

Amtrak placed orders valued at $8,846,280 for goods and services in Washington in FY11.  Most of this 
was in: 

 City Amount 
 Bellevue $ 1,412,274 
 Seattle $ 4,477,525 

Employment 

At the end of FY11, Amtrak employed 509 Washington residents.  Total wages of Amtrak employees 
living in Washington were $34,661,223 during FY11. 

Capital Projects 

Since 1993, the State of Washington has invested $446 million to upgrade track and signal systems, 
renovate stations and purchase state-of-the-art trains.  Of this money, the Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) has invested $120 million, and Sound Transit has invested $346 million.  
During the same period, Amtrak has invested over $60 million in Washington State. 
 
WSDOT completed a $6 million passing siding project on the BNSF Railway south of the international 
border at Blaine in July 2008.  There also is a $14 million project to increase storage track capacity and 
straighten curves at Everett.  Both projects will expedite movement of Amtrak Cascades trains. 
 
WSDOT invested $10 million in overhauls to the interiors of the three Amtrak Cascades Talgo 
equipment sets that are owned by the state.  The project began in 2007 and is expected to be completed in 
2011.  Amtrak also committed funding to upgrade the interiors of the two sets it owns. 
 
To date, the State of Washington has received nearly $800 million in Recovery Act passenger rail 
funding. These funds are being used for improvements all along the north-south line between the borders 
with Canada and Oregon.  Major construction projects are in the planning state and will include building 
bypass tracks, to allow for increased train frequency.  The state also is using federal funds for multiple 
upgrades to existing track and several safety-related projects, including grade separations and the latest 
technology in advanced-warning signal systems.  In 2011, the State of Washington committed to multiple 
projects that will enhance rail safety, improve congestion, and upgrade several stations. 

http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/WEN/Station_view
http://www.greatamericanstations.com/Stations/WIH/Station_view
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State-Assisted Services 

Of the total four daily round trips of the Amtrak Cascades between Seattle and Portland, the State of 
Washington contributes funds for the operation of three.  The state also contributes funds for the 
operation of two daily round trips between Seattle and Vancouver, BC.  The State and Amtrak co-manage 
the service to ensure joint capital and operations planning, marketing and service development. 
 
The second train to Vancouver began running on August 19, 2009, for a period running through March 
31, 2010, after the end of the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  The Canadian Border Services 
Agency (CBSA) approved provision of border clearance services to the second train as a pilot program to 
assess the viability of the service and to determine if an additional fee is required to cover the costs of 
customs services.  The CBSA approved an extension of the pilot program that allowed the second train to 
run through September 30, 2010.  However, on September 17, the CBSA informed Washington DOT that 
it would begin collecting the additional customs services fee on November 1, which comes to about 
$550,000 a year.  After much public appeal, the Canadian government agreed to extend the arrangement 
for another year, into October 2011.  This agreement was extended again for Fiscal 2012. 
 
With over 850,000 riders in FY11, the Amtrak Cascades is the seventh most heavily traveled corridor in 
the country and often viewed as a model partnership among two states, a Canadian province, Amtrak, 
freight railroads, a commuter railroad, and local communities. 

Contract Commuter Services 

Amtrak maintains Sounder commuter rail equipment under contract with Sound Transit.  This service 
operates between Everett and Seattle and between Seattle and Tacoma. 

Major Facilities 

Washington is home to Amtrak’s Seattle Maintenance Facility.  This complex maintains and services 
approximately 5 Talgo train sets, 15 locomotives and 23 passenger cars some of which are Sound Transit 
fleet and some Amtrak Cascades.  The facility also performs turnaround servicing for two daily long 
distance trains. 
 
Amtrak has awarded a $37-million contract to PCL Construction Services of Bellevue to complete the 
first two phases of a four-phased program to modernize and expand the Seattle Maintenance Facility.  
Work began on the first two, concurrent phases on April 1, 2010.  Phase I will provide a new, fully 
enclosed maintenance facility for Talgo trains, to be completed early in 2012.  Phase II, completed in 
December 2011, provided a new, three-story maintenance warehouse and administrative building, 
replacing functions formerly performed in trailers.  The later Phases III and IV are for a service and 
inspection building for Amtrak long-distance and Sounder commuter trains, and a new locomotive 
servicing and repair building.  All the work will allow for more efficient servicing of equipment at current 
and future levels of service.  The timeframe for completing the final two phases is contingent upon 
adequate capital funding from Congress. 
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Service Expansion 

The Pacific Northwest Rail Corridor extends 466 miles from Eugene, Oregon, to Vancouver, B.C.  The 
Washington State Department of Transportation’s 20-year plan for the Amtrak Cascades calls for hourly 
daylight service (13 roundtrips) between Portland and Seattle, four roundtrips between Seattle and 
Vancouver, and three corridor through-trips between Portland and Vancouver. 

Station Improvements 

• Seattle:  Amtrak, WSDOT, Seattle DOT, Sound Transit, and BNSF Railway all are partnering on 
a project to renovate Seattle King Street Station, built in 1906, and improve its track areas.  The 
city bought the station from BNSF in March 2008 and planned a $30.5 million interior and 
exterior restoration.  This first phase of restoration was completed in 2011.  WSDOT announced 
on November 21, 2011, it had secured an additional $16.7 million in HSIPR funding to complete 
seismic upgrades and interior restoration.  This award, combined with $6 million from the City of 
Seattle, the State of Washington, and the Federal Transit Administration (total of $22.7 million), 
will be phase 2 of the project, and will begin early in 2012.  Additionally, the $15 million track 
project around King Street Station, which began in October 2006, has been expanded in scope 
with recent federal funding to the State.  This expanded project will provide more capacity for 
train traffic of all types around King Street Station. 

• Leavenworth:  The new “Icicle Station” opened to service on September 25, 2009, on the 
Empire Builder route.  Leavenworth is on the eastern slope of the Cascade Mountains and is an 
important tourist destination, with over two million visitors a year. 

• Stanwood:  Washington funded the building of a new, $4.2-million platform, which went into 
service on November 21, 2009.  The new stop is on the Amtrak Cascades route between Everett 
and Mount Vernon. 

• Vancouver:  The City completed a station renovation project in January 2009.  The City bought 
the station, built in 1904, from BNSF Railway in 2001. 

• Edmonds:  A $12.9-million project to remodel the Edmonds station, built by the Great Northern 
Railway in 1956, was completed on July 8, 2011. 

 
 



K lic kitat
C lark

Wahkiakum

C owlitz

S kamania A s otinWalla Walla C olumbia

G arfield

B enton

F ranklin

L ewis

P ac ific
Y akima

T hurs ton
Whitman

A damsP ierc e

G rays  Harbor K ittitas

Mas on
K ingK its ap

L inc oln

G rant

S pokane

J effers on Douglas

S nohomis h
C lallam

Is land

C helan

S an J uan

S kagit
F erry

P end Oreille
S tevens

Okanogan

Whatc om

P rescott

C oltonS tarbuck

Y acolt

Albion

K ahlotusMesa

P alouse

La C rosse
Washtucna

E ndicott

G arfield

Hatton

F armington

Oakesdale

S aint J ohn

Lind

T ekoaR osalia
Latah

C athlamet

Naches

Lamont

V ader

S prague

T oledo

Mossyrock

R ockford

G eorge

Ilwaco

Odessa

P e E ll

Harrington

K rupp

Wilson C reek

R oslyn

R ock Is land

Oakville

C oulee C ity

C reston

AlmiraHartline

Wilbur

S pringdale

E ntiat

Newport

Mansfield

E lmer C ity

C us ick

S kykomish

Nespelem

P ateros

Index

Ione

Marcus

R ivers ide

Metaline

R epublic

Metaline F alls

Winthrop

C onconully

Northport

C oncreteLyman

Highland

B urbank

F elida

White S wan

C ascade V alley

Ocean P ark

F airwood

C hehalis  V illage

West Wenatchee

S kokomish

Inchelium

T aholah

North Omak

S helter B ay
Neah B ay

B irch B ay

Anatone

Alderdale

Dixie

Wishram
B lockhouse

K lickitat

T urner

E ureka

Husum

S nake R iver

J ohnson

Laurel

Wawawai

P leasant V iew

G lenwood
T rout Lake

E ltopia

Ayer

Hay

C ougar

Hanford

C arrolls

R alston

S myrna

E mden

S ilver Lake

B everlyDoris

S chrag

R andle

P laza

Wymer

P ackwood

V antage

R yderwood

Altoona

Amber

C hinook

C inebar

Longmire

Naselle

Mineral

G oose P rairie

Mohler

C liffdell

E lbe

T horp

F rances

Alder

Nemah

S tratford

Oysterville

Liberty
E aston

C hattaroy

Lester

Long Lake

Upper Mill

F armer

G rayland

Miles

Hyak

Loon Lake

Dalkena

V alley

Hunters
C edonia

K eller

Winton

Ocean C ity

Matlock

P lain

C opalis  B each

Manson
Azwell

K ewa

Merritt

C arlis le

G rotto

T elma

G ifford
Addy

P acific B each

G risdale

B aring

Moclips

Lilliwaup

Daisy

R uby

Methow

R ice

Neilton

Quinault

Lost C reek

Amanda P ark

B rinnon

Malott

Disautel

C arlton

T iger

Lucerne

S ilverton

Aeneas

E vans

S tehekin

K alaloch

Marble

Leadpoint

B lyn

Malo

Orient

Oso

C urlew

Mazama

E llis forde

LaurierDanville

Loomis

R ockport

C ordell

Marblemount

C hesaw

La P ush

Molson

S appho

Newhalem

Nighthawk

Diablo

C lallam B ay

UrbanOrcas
R osario

V an Zandt

Deming

Waldron

Maple F alls

�Bingen-
White Salmon

G randview

C heney

S helton

P ort T ownsend

Lynden

C ollege P lace

C larkstonT oppenish

S elahC hehalis

E phrata

P ort Orchard

P oulsbo

Arlington

S edro-Woolley

F erndale

P rosser

B attle G round

Wapato

Othello

Quincy

C olville

Omak

Lake S tevens

S equim

Umatilla

G oldendale

Dayton

Woodland

C olfax

C onnell

Union G ap

Warden

C astle R ock

Medical Lake

R aymond

Y elm

Deer P ark

C ashmere

Montesano

Westport

Ocean S hores

G ig Harbor

North B end

C helan

C hewelah

S ultan

Okanogan

F orks

B laine

Asotin

Waitsburg

S tevenson

P omeroy

K alama

Mattawa

R oyal C ity

R itzville

Morton
Winlock

K ittitas

Napavine

Long B each

Millwood

E atonville

S oap Lake

Davenport

C le E lum

R ainier

T enino

S outh B end

Waterville

E lectric C ity
G rand C oulee

B ridgeport

B rewster

K ettle F alls

T wisp

Langley

Darrington

T onasket

C oupeville

Oroville

F riday Harbor

Walla Walla

P as c oR ichland

P ullman

S unnys ide

Longview
K els o-L ongview

Moses  Lake

E llensburg

C entralia

Wenatc hee

T umwater

Olympia-L ac ey

Aberdeen

Univers ity P lace
Auburn

R enton

B remerton

E dmonds
Mukilteo

MarysvilleP ort
Angeles

Oak Harbor

Mount Vernon
Anacortes

L eavenworth

Stanwood

S horeline

K ennewick

Vancouver

Y akima

Lakewood

F ederal Way

Everett

Bellingham

Portland

TO EUGENE

TO VANCOUVER

S pokane

T ac oma

B ellevue

T
O

 
H

A
V

R
E

T ukwila
S eattle

AMTRAK ROUTES IN
WASHINGTON

Amtrak
UP
BNSF

CSX

NS

CP
CN

Other

TRACK OWNERSHIP

Cascades

C
oa

st
 S

ta
rli

gh
t

Empire Builder

Empire Builder

C
as

ca
de

s

--Amtrak Government Affairs, summer 2011


	 
	Amtrak Fact Sheet, Fiscal Year 2011
	State of Washington  
	 City Boardings + Alightings
	 City Amount



