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 Wind direction (dd) and speed (ff) are plotted  at the center 

of the station model plot. A wind barb (dd) extends from the direc-

tion the wind is blowing to the circle. In the example below the wind 

is from the northwest and speed “ff” is represented by flags on the 

wind barb. The length and number of flags indicates speed.  

 The chart to the right shows barbs, flags and speeds in stat-

ute miles per hour and knots (nautical miles per hour). A half line is 

5, a whole line is 10, and a black triangle is 50. The flags represent 

the values of 5, 10, and 15 etc., but in practice they are 3—7, 8—12, 

and 13—17 knots. To do the math, miles per hour equals the speed 

in knots multiplied by 1.15. For convenience the miles per hour col-

umn converts knots to mph.  

 Practice plotting winds by making your own station model 

and plotting the wind barb and flags. Use the Beaufort Wind Scale 

found in “My Weather Guide” to estimate the wind speed. Before 

long you will be able to plot the wind without referring to the chart. 


